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;(/ ‘——ﬁﬁi Chizu Haikara festival : a non-Japanese perspective.
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As | entered the Chizu Haikara Festival, | found myself stepping into a completely different version of
Chizu the one I've grown used to in my daily life. The normally quiet streets of Chizu had transformed
into a scene from the Taisho period, filled with an energy that made it almost unrecognizable.

Seeing people dressed in beautiful kimono, strolling and enjoying the festivities, added an elegant charm
to the atmosphere. Many of my non-Japanese friends also joined in the spirit of the festival, donning
kimonos for the occasion and joining the parade.

[t was heartwarming to see the town so alive and full of people. While the festival ended all too quickly, |
walked away with a deeper appreciation for Chizu as it is now—a quiet town with a beauty that shines in
its own unique way every day.
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