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How the Philippines Became an English-Speaking Nation in 120 Years

In 1903, only 10% of Filipinos spoke English, while Spanish remained the dominant
language among the educated. English was introduced when the United States sent 600
teachers aboard the USAT Thomas after taking control from the Spanish Empire. It wasn’t
until 1987 that English officially replaced Spanish as the language of government. Today, over
95% of Filipinos understand English, and 80% can communicate in it with varying fluency.

English proficiency grew through formal education, where subjects like Math, Science,
Moral Education, Music, and Art are taught in English, while Social Studies is in Filipino.

The widespread use of English in education, media, and business has made the Philippines
one of the largest English-speaking nations in the world today.
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