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New Year Celebrations in the Philippines: A Vibrant Tradition

74V EVDOFIED BB ¢ WG b 7285

In the Philippines, the celebration of the New Year is an explosive affair.

A few days before Christmas, street stalls begin to set up, offering fireworks for
families to purchase and set off in front of their homes when the clock strikes midnight.
Just like in Japan, where people celebrate the New Year with Osechi, Filipinos have
their own traditional New Year meal called “Media Noche.”

Twelve round fruits are displayed on the dinner table, symbolizing prosperity for the
year ahead. In my family, we take twelve oranges and roll them through the front door

on New Year’s, a tradition meant to invite wealth and prosperity into our home. We
also turn on every single light in the house so that our home will be lively and happy

throughout the year.

These traditions make New Year’s in the Philippines not just a celebration but a time

to embrace hope for the future.
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